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With grateful hearts, we remember those who have 
fallen in defense of our nation 
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COVID-19 cases increase 
along with testing in NC 


ber is cumulative since mid- 
March. 

The county added 89 new 
cases from the previous day, the 
state Department of Health and 
Human Services reported. 

The county has seen large 
jumps in cases in the last 10 


BY HANNAH SMOOT 
hsmoot@charlotteobserver.com 


Mecklenburg County has seen 
a total of 3,231 coronavirus 
cases, according to state health 
data Sunday morning. The num- 


days, hitting the county’s first 
triple-digit, single-day case 
increase on May 14 with 116 
new cases reported. 

Since then, the county has 
reported four days with triple- 
digit daily case increases. Sat- 
urday marked the county’s larg- 


est single-day increase by far, 
with nearly 200 new cases 
reported. 

The increase in cases comes 
as North Carolina pushes for 
increased testing across the 
state. County public health di- 
rector Gibbie Harris said Friday 


Mecklenburg is “on target” to 
meet its goal to test about 
55,500 people in 30 days. The 
county is almost halfway into 
the 30-day timeline. 

As testing and cases have 
increased, the county has re- 
ported a slight decline in per- 
centage of positive tests, an 
important marker for health 
officials. As of Wednesday, an 
average of 6.3% people who 
were tested were positive for 
COVID-19 in the past week. 

Roughly 1,897 people 
diagnosed with COVID-19 in 
the county have recovered and 


SEE CORONAVIRUS, 2A 


60 YEARS OF RACING AT CHARLOTTE 
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GERRY BROOME AP 


Dark clouds fill the sky over Charlotte Motor Speedway while cars circle the track for the Coca-Cola 600 on Sunday in Concord. In the 48th lap, rain started falling on the 
speedway, bringing out the yellow caution flag. Because of the coronavirus pandemic, NASCAR has not allowed fans to attend any of its four Cup Series or Xfinity races since 
the sport resumed competition May 17. For full coverage of Sunday night’s Coca-Cola 600, visit CharlotteObserver.com/sports. 


Will NC doctors visit eateries, salons as businesses reopen? 


open the economy amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

In switching from a “stay-at- 
home” to a “safer-at-home” 
model, people are now faced 
with decisions about visiting 
restaurant dining rooms, hair 
salons and public swimming 
pools. 


BY BROOKE CAIN 
bcain@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s original 
stay-at-home order expired 
Friday, ushering in the second 
phase of the state’s plan to re- 


One side of the reopen debate 
says “too much” while the other 
side says “not enough.” What’s 
the right balance? 

“In general, as long as there 
continues to be community 
spread of SARS-CoV-2 in our 
area, my family and I will be 
very cautious about places and 


activities that involve close 
encounters with other people, 
especially many other people 
(same advice to my patients),” 
Dr. David Alain Wohl, a profes- 
sor at the Institute of Global 
Health and Infectious Diseases 
at UNC-Chapel Hill, told us via 
email. 


“Under conditions of contin- 
ued community spread of the 
virus, what we are talking about 
is how to reduce the risk of in- 
fection, not eliminate it, since 
the only way to do that is to stay 
sealed at home. So, every activ- 
ity will involve some calculation 
of the chances that the experi- 
ence can lead to infection.” 


SEE HEALTH EXPERTS, 5A 
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In the event the coronavirus pandemic affects our ability 


to safely deliver your paper, you can always access the news 


online. Digital access is already included with your print 
subscription - you just need to activate it! 


charlotteobserver.com/activatetoday 
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